I Qaim: 

A nibbler tool having a housing supporting a die cutting head 
detachably fixed thereto and in turn having a punch type blade adapted for 
linear reciprocal motion with respect to the housing and with respect to a 
control bore within said die cutting head and wherein the housing includes a 
centrally disposed means for turning rotary motion into reciprocal linear 
motion in turn having a blade holding block for fixing the position of said 
blade to said block and for moving said blade within said central bore so as 
to effect progressive cutting of sheet material positioned between said die 
cutting head and said blade, said die cutting head having an inner end 
adapted for receipt in a die receiving bore formed in said housing, 
positioning means cooperating with said die cutting inner end and die 
receiving bore to restrain linear movement between said housing and said 
die cutting head yet simultaneously permitting operator controlled relative 
rotary movement of said die cutting head with respect to said housing. 

2. The nibbler tool of claim 1, said die cutting head inner end 
being cylindrically shaped and adapted to rotate with respect to said housing 
and positing means for fixing the relative rotational position of said die 
cutting head with respect to said housing. 
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3. The nibbler tool of claim 2, said inner end having an 
inwardly directed groove, said positioning means in turn mounted in said 
housing and adapted to extend into said groove to restrain relative hnear 
movement in a first intermediate position and to restrain relative rotational 

5 movement in a fully locked second position. 

4. The nibbler tool of claim 3, said positing means being a set 
screw movable within a secondary housing bore to said first position 
wherein said screw is adapted to contact opposed sides of said groove and 
alternatively to said second position wherein said screw contacts the base of 
said groove. 

5. The nibbler of claim 3, said die cutting head having an 
intermediate surface portion provided with a hand grippable high friction 
surface to assist an operator in manipulating the die cutting head to different 
rotational positions relative to the housing^during operation of the tool. 
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6. The method of cutting fixed position sheet material with a 
nibbler tool of the type having a housing supporting a die cutting head 
detachably fixed thereto and in turn having a punch type blade adapted for 
linear reciprocal motion with respect to the housing and with respect to a 
5 control bore within said die cutting head and wherein the housing includes a 
centrally disposed means for turning rotary motion into reciprocal linear 
motion in hirn having a blade holding block for fixing the position of said 
blade to said block and for moving said blade within said central bore so as 
to effect progressive cutting of sheet material positioned between said die 

0 cutting head and said blade, said die cutting head having an inner end 
adapted for receipt in a die receiving bore formed in said housing, 
positioning means cooperating with said die cutting inner end and die 
receiving bore to restrain Unear movement between said housing and said 
die cutting head yet simultaneously permitting operator conb-oUed relative 

1 rotary movement of said die cutting head with respect to said housing, 
comprising the steps of placing said positioning means in a first intermediate 
position wherein relative rotation between the die cutting head and housing 
is permitted and thereafter hand supporting and moving said tool while in 
an active cutting operational mode in a cutting patii through said sheet 
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material while simultaneously altering said path by manipulating said die 
head to change the relative rotational position of said die head with respect 
to said housing. 
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